A case of a choledochal cyst associated with a lymphatic infiltration of a hyperplastic gallbladder epithelium.
A 4-year-old girl with a congenital choledochal cyst (Todani IV-A, Komi type A) underwent a resection of the dilated common bile duct and gallbladder. Histologic studies of the gallbladder showed a general hyperplastic change associated with cribriform proliferation at the gland base of the gallbladder. In this region, clusters of cribriform glands were found within the lymphatic vessels, compatible with lymphatic infiltration of tumor cells. However, careful histologic studies did not reveal any apparent neoplastic changes in the gallbladder and common bile duct, so a final diagnosis of epithelial atypism with reactive hypertrophy was made. The displacements observed in the lymphatics are just an incidental finding in a proliferative process of the hyperplastic gallbladder epithelium. In the follow-up observation for 3 years, the patient is doing well without evidence of tumor recurrence. These results suggest that a mere lymphatic infiltration of hyperplastic gallbladder epithelium should not be directly considered as evidence of carcinogenesis.